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Executive Committee, 
The above named officers with 

HENRY W. ROGERS, Lawrence, Mass. 
SHERMAN E. GRANNISS, New Haven, Ct. 
FRANK E. HALL, Quincy, Mass. 

Finance Committtee, 

JAMES H. HATHAWAY, New Bedford, Mass. 
THOMAS B. LOVELL, Fitchburg, Mass. 
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NEW ENGLAND WATER WORKS ASSOCIATION. 



Young's Hotel, Boston, Mass., 
Jan. 29, 1885. 

A special meeting of the Association was holden here 
this day, being called to order by President Geo. A. Ellis at 
eleven o'clock A. M. 

A call of the roll showed the following named gentle- 
men present : 

ACTIVE MEMBEKS. 



Geo. E. Batchelder, 
¥m. K. Billings, 
-J. Henry Brown, 
Robert C. P. Coggeshall, 
Edwin Darling, 
George A. Ellis, 
Albert S. Glover, 
Robert M. Gow, 
Frank E. Hall, 
James H. Hathaway, 
William F. Hill, 
Horace G. Holden, 
David W. Horan, 
A. H. Howland, 
Horatio N. Hyde, Jr., 
.Nathaniel I. Jordan, 
Charles W. Morse, 
Hiram Nevons, 
Albert F. Noyes, 
Walter H. Richards, 
Henry W. Rogers, 
Phineas Sprague, 
Xucien A. Taylor, 
Wm. C. Wilcox, 



Registrar, Worcester, Mass. 

Superintendent, Taunton, Mass. 

Supt. Charlestown District, Boston, Mass. 
Superintendent, New Bedford, Mass. 

Superintendent, Pawtucket, R. 1. 

CityEng'r & Registrar, Springfield, Mass. 



Registrar, 

Superintendent, 

Superintendent, 

Registrar, 

Superintendent, 

Superintendent, 

Superintendent, 

Engineer, 

Superintendent, 

Treasurer, 

Superintendent, 

Superintendent, 

City Engineer, 

Superintendent, 

Superintendent, 

Registrar, 

Commissioner, 

Registrar, 



Newton, Mass. 

Medf ord, Mass. 

Quincyj Mass. 

New Bedford, Mass. 

Dedham, Mass. 

Lowell, Mass. 

Clinton, Mass. 

Indian Orchard, Mass. 

Newton, Mass. 

Auburn, Maine. 

Haverhill, Mass. 

Cambridge, Mass. 

Newton, Mass. 

New London, Conn. 

Lawrence, Mass. 

Maiden, Mass. 

Worcester, Mass. 

Waltham, Mass. 
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FINE MEMBERS. 

Equitable Water Meter Co., Boston, Mass. 

Wilbur D. Fiske, Agent Knowles Steam Pump Co., Boston, Mass. 
National Meter Co., New York, N. Y. 

Henry R. Worthington, New York, N. Y. 

Union Water Meter Co., Worcester, Mass.. 

VISITORS. 

H.Q.Sanderson, Chairman Water Board, Springfield, Mass.. 

Foster S. Dennis, New Bedford, Mass. 

Amos Pettingill, Superintendent, Woburn, Mass. 

Walter H. Harding, Registrar, Cambridge, Mass. 

L. Luville Gerry, Superintendent, North Attleboro, Mass. 

George B. Ferguson, of H. R. Worthington, Boston, Mass. 

The records of the last meeting of the Association were 
then read by the Secretary and approved. 

Applications for membership from the following named 
gentlemen were then received : 

FOR ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP. 

F. F. Forbes, Superintendent, Brookline, Mass. 

Amos Pettingill, Superintendent, Woburn, Mass. 

Walter H. Harding, Registrar, Cambridge, Mass. 

L. Luville Gerry, Superintendent, North Attleboro, Mass. 

FOR FINE MEMBERSHIP. 

George B. Ferguson, Agent H. R. Worthington & Co., Boston, Mass. 
A. M. Morton, Gas, Steam and Water Pipes, Boston, Mass. 

The Executive Committee considered these applications 
and reported favorably upon all and, the report being 
accepted, upon motion of Mr. Horan of Clinton the Secretary 
was instructed to cast one ballot for all the above named 
candidates, which being done they were declared by the' 



President to have been elected members of the Association. 
The President then addressed the Association as 
follows : 

Gentlemen op the New England Water Works 
Association : 

Our Constitution provides for two classes of meetings, 
annual and special; hitherto we have confined ourselves to 
annual and fall meetings, the latter given up wholly to sight 
seeing and personal enjoyment. 

In Article 1, Section 2, the object of our Association is 
stated to be : 

" The promotion and advancement of knowledge, scientific and 
practical, in all matters relating to the construction and manage- 
ment of " Water Works " and the distribution and consumption of 
water, the establishment and maintenance of a spirit of "fraternity " 
between the members of the Association by social intercourse, and 
by friendly interchange of information and ideas on the before-men- 
tioned subjects." 

It is the latter part of this Section to which your atten- 
tion is called. 

In our annual meetings, the formal transaction of 
necessary business, the reading of papers on topics assigned, 
and the sight seeing which has come to be almost a part of 
these occasions, has left us little time in which to cultivate 
the spirit of "Fraternity" or to engage in that "Friendly 
interchange of information and ideas," required to lift us to 
the highest plane of practical associate existence. 

A friendly interchange of ideas, as between friends, is 
different from that received in scientific discussion, in that 
we are enabled to get at a greater amount of detail and a 
better defined opinion. In short, we are placed in full 
possession of the experience and thoughts of our friends. 



The Executive Committee have therefore thought best 
to make a new departure and have called a special meeting 
at this time, in which, freed from all extraneous interests or 
the rules of formal discussion, members can freely say to 
each other how this or that device works with them, why 
they like it or why they do not. Questions upon which we 
need personal information and which can be discussed in 
private conversation without committing the Association to 
the beliefs of any individual, but shall simply serve to 
disseminate the experience of each for the aggregate informa- 
tion of the whole. 

Different members use different devices for tapping 
under pressure, let us know the advantages and disad- 
vantages of each device. It is hard learning, unless those 
who have already learned by hard experience are willing to 
show us the shoals which we need to steer clear of, and we 
have a clear right to demand of such of them as are our 
associates, that they will, in a friendly way, give us the 
advantage of their knowledge. 

Many devices have been introduced to assist us; who 
will tell us about them ? How about the patent device to 
do away with the clayed coil in running a joint ? Is it worth 
its cost and how long will it last? How about diaphragm 
pumps to clear the ditch in case of a break, how many have 
used them and how many are afraid of the cost of getting 
one? 

In the clerical work of the -department, we wish to 
know how others manage, what methods of accounting are 
resorted to. 

Is it advisable for the department to collect its own 
charges or can the public be best served through the tax 
collector? Should payment on all but meter rates be 
collected in advance, and if so, for how long a time ? 



These and many a score of other questions are 
^constantly recurring in different forms and places ; if we can 
.get at the experience of those who have studied the question, 
is it not better than to pay the penalty of sad experience for 
our own ignorance. What we need to learn is the experience 
of our associates, and how can this be accomplished in any 
easier manner than that pointed out in our Constitution: 
The friendly interchange of information. I bespeak your 
careful thought upon this point. Let us each give our best 
and be not ashamed to ask. It is related that one noted for 
his learning, when questioned how he obtained it, replied 
that he never was ashamed to ask the reason of anything he 
did not understand or to solicit the advice of those especially 
qualified to give information upon any subject in which he 
w^as interested. 

So with our members, gathered from every State in New 
England; we have specialists upon almost every subject of 
interest to water works men; what we need is this friendly 
interchange of information that shall add to the amount 
possessed by each. 

I wish to impress this feeling of friendliness and frater- 
nity, not that we have been deficient in this respect, but it 
is desirable to increase this feeling to the extent that what is 
known by one shall be at the disposal of all ; in fact, that we 
follow the definition of friends as laid down by the greatest 
vrho ever walked on earth, " But I have called you friends ; 
for all things I have heard ... I have made known unto 
you." 

The Executive Committee then presented its .recom- 
mendation, adopted at a meeting holden in August, 1884, in 
regard to amending the Constitution and By-Laws; the 
Tecornmendation was as follows: "That Article III of the 
Constitution and By-Laws be changed so as to read : 
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ASSOCIATE MEMBERS. 

Section 1. Persons or firms engaged in furnishing materials for 
the construction and maintenance of Water Works desiring to join 
the Association may be admitted as members Iby the usual form on 
the payment of ten dollars ; their annual dues shall be five dollars 
and they shall be entitled to one representative at each meeting, but 
shall not be entitled to vote or take part in any discussion unless 
permission be given by the meeting." 

Voted, That the recommendation be adopted. 

Mr. Hall of Quincy, for the Committee appointed to 
consider the matter of the tender by our Association of some 
courtesy to the American Water Works Association, on the 
occasion of their Convention to be holden in Boston, April 
21, 22 and 23, then reported. He said that the Committee 
were unanimously of the opinion that some official courtesy 
on our part was called for, and also that such courtesy could 
be extended in the best, pleasantest and most convenient 
manner by a dinner to be given at some Boston hotel ; the 
Committee would therefore recommend that arrangements 
be made by our Association to give a dinner to the American 
Association, and that towards defraying the expense thereof 
an assessment of two dollars, be levied upon each member 
of the Association. 

The report was discussed by Messrs. Darling of 
Pawtucket, Glover of Newton, Kelley of New York, Fiske of 
Boston, Howland of Indian Orchard, Morse of Haverhill* 
Billings of Taunton and Brown of Boston, and finally upon 
motion of Mr. Horan of Clinton it was Voted: That the 
report be accepted and its recommendation be adopted and 
an assessment of two dollars towards defraying the expense 
thereof be levied by the Secretary upon each member of the 
Association, both Active and Associate. 

Upon motion of Mr. Howland of Springfield it was. 
Voted : 
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That the whole matter of entertaining the American 
Association be left with the Committee who have thus far 
liad charge of the matter and that they be empowered to add 
to their number two of the Associate members. Under the 
authority of this vote Messrs. Jason Giles of the Chapman 
Valve Manuf g Co. and Wilbur D. Fiske, Agent Knowles 
Steam Pump Co., Boston, Mass., were subsequently joined 
to the committee. 

Voted, On motion of Mr. Hall of Quincy, that the 
address of the President be printed in full in the records of 
the proceedings of this meeting of the Association. 

Mr. Coggeshall of New Bedford then addressed the 
-Convention as follows : 

Mr. President and Gentlemen : I wish to call the 
attention of our friends to a matter in which we are all 
interested and concerned. In a casual way some of us have 
already discussed it and I think perhaps the right time has 
now come for us as an Association, at least, to consider it. 

At our first annual meeting at Worcester we were 
most hospitably entertained by its citizens, and ' also our 
friends at Springfield and Indian Orchard came in for a 
share of our thanks. Then at Pawtucket the following fall, 
the impression was made that in a friendly way they were 
determined to be a little more lavish with their hospitality 
than was evinced at the previous meeting. Last June our 
Xowell friends had their turn and we can all testify to the 
land treatment we received while we were their guests. 
Finally came the day with our Newton friends with its 
elegant programme of sight-seeing and banquets. Thus at 
each successive place, I think, we may easily note a friendly 
effort of hospitality displayed to surpass in extent that of the 
preceding gathering. 

None have more thoroughly enjoyed these gathering 
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than I, yet the thought occurs whether or not the efforts of" 
our friends, if continued in this direction, would not realljr 
be detrimental to the general prosperity of our organization- 
Already those who represent places where we soon may wish, 
to gather hint that such an occurrence would place them in. 
an embarrassing position. Why ? Simply because it would 
be impossible to place before us an entertainment of suck 
variety as has been done in the past. Now it seems to me 
that such a feeling on the part of any of our members can 
but command respect. The member who represents the 
humblest water works on our list may have had (and such, 
members often do have) an experience with some matter 
that we all shall be glad to know about, and we are pleased 
to hear him relate it that we may profit by it. That is 
really one of the prime objects of these gatherings, as I 
understand it. The means this member has at command are 
limited. The time arrives when we are to meet at his place. 
He is glad to receive us, but to provide an entertainment of 
much variety is utterly out of the question. It is partly in 
the interest of such members as these that I wish the 
Association to consider this matter. The number of places 
where it is possible to carry out an extended programme are 
few and they soon will be stricken from our list ; we shall 
then wish to gather together at some of the smaller places 
with those who exhibit just as hospitable feelings and among- 
whom it will take full as great an effort on their part to 
carry out their programme. Mr. President, the way should 
be provided that their task may be a pleasant one and not 
too much of a burden. 

Again, members of our various Boards occasionally meet 
with us. If the present state of things should be continued 
will there not be a danger that they will receive the impres- 
sion that the real object of our gatherings is of the nature of 
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a " junketing " trip and consequently withhold from us that 
sympathy and aid which they can render. 

Next June we meet at Springfield. Already we are 
indebted to our friends at that place and certainly none of 
us would expect or wish that an elaborate entertainment 
*hould be provided at that time. Here is a splendid oppor- 
tunity for our Committee having the matter in charge to 
make somewhat of a change in the programme of the 
Convention in this respect. Would it not be well to devote 
a longer space to the actual objects of our organization? 
I feel that such a proceeding would result in much good to 
our individual members. 

I would now very much like to hear the views of some 
other of our members on the subject. 

The subject introduced by the remarks of Mr. Coggeshall 
was then discussed by Messrs. Giles, Richards and Howland 
who favored the adoption of a programme excluding every- 
thing but the most simple hospitality from the place in which 
we may hold our meetings, and by Messrs. Darling and 
Nevons, who opposed any change in our customary plans, the 
two latter gentlemen stating that while they believed as 
strongly as any others in the business part of our meetings 
and realized that it wa* for business and not pleasure that 
our Association was organized they felt that the acceptance 
of tendered hospitalities would be only courteous on our part 
and would not only not tend to injure our Association but on 
the contrary would have the reverse tendency, as oftentimes 
in the acceptance of such courtesies much of benefit, espec- 
ially in the way of inspection of works, would be gained. 

Mr. Hall moved that the Committees having charge of 
the arrangement of our meetings act in all cases with the sole 
idea that our meetings ar3 intended f jr business ; and that 
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no tender of courtesies be considered till said business pro- 
gramme be carried out. 

Mr. Darling opposed the motion and hoped it would 
not be pressed. He said he thought it would only embarrass 
the Committees of arrangements and they should be allowed 
the same discretion they had heretofore had. He hoped this 
whole matter would now be dropped without a vote being 
taken, being satisfied in his own mind that there was no mem- 
ber of the Association who would have so little respect for 
his fellow members as to think them unwilling to visit and 
inspect his works without the inducement of a " junket." 

Mr. Hall then withdrew his motion, stating that he onljr 
made it to draw out the views of the Association in the 
matter and that he felt that perhaps all that had been desired 
had been accomplished by the discussion which had 
occurred. 

The Convention then took a recess and for about an hour 
the members indulged in general conversation. 

At two o'clock dinner was announced and twenty-five 
members spent an hour and a half in its consideration. At 
the end of that time President Ellis rapped to 'order and after 
a neat speech severally called upon Messrs. Darling, Taylor, 
Jordan, Brown, Richards, Noyes, Glover, Hathaway, Cogge- 
shall, Holden, Horan, Howland, Sanderson and Wilcox ; after 
brief remarks by these gentlemen the Convention at four 
o'clock adjourned. 

Albert S. Glover, 

Secretary. 






